Recent trends and controversies in industry-sponsored clinical trials.
In recent years, industry has become an important source of funding for biomedical research. Industry-sponsored clinical trials are a particular source of controversy. In light of recent developments, the authors reevaluate the 1995 SAEM guidelines for investigator involvement in industry-sponsored clinical trials. The authors divide industry-funded clinical trials into two categories: investigator-initiated and industry-initiated, and discuss the differences between them. They examine several areas of ethical debate, including exclusivity contracts between a principal investigator and a corporate sponsor, the size of per-patient reimbursements for recruiting patients into clinical trials, and authorship criteria. Finally, the authors oppose the assumption that industry-sponsored research is automatically biased, and suggest that multiple levels of review will help to uncover bias, whatever the source. Once mutual respect for ethical guidelines and practices are established, collaboration between emergency medicine researchers and industry should be encouraged.